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family affection is rightly called natural, that is to gay, it
will come of itself if it be not artificially hindered. It
becomes therefore a principal duty of Christians to remove
all hindrances out of the way of family affection.

Now what are these hindrances ? They are innumerable,
arising out of the endless incompatibilities of temperament
and taste, incompatibilities of natural diifcrcnce and those
liner incompatibilities, which are more exquisitely painful
ami more malignant, arising out of small dillerences in
general resemblance. For the. removal of such hind-
rance's no general rules can be laid dnwn. In resisting
and removing them the higher degrees of Christian tact
win their triumphs. Meanwhile there are other hind-
rances of a simpler kind which are, to an indefinite
degree, removable and of which some may here be men-
tioned. We may here mention marriages of interest or
convenience, the children of which, often originally of
dull and poor organization, grow up in an atmosphere of
cynical coldness which speedily kills whatever blossoms
of kindliness their nature may put forth. In another cla>s
of society there rages another terrible destroyer of natural
affection, hunger. Christ spoke of suilering as a wholesome
discipline, but there is an extreme degree of suflering
which seems more ruinous to the soul than the most
enervating prosperity. When existence itself ^cannot be
supported without an unceasing and absorbing struggle,
then there is no room in the heart for any desire but the
wretched animal instinct of self-preservation, which merges
in an intense, pitiable, but scarcely blamable selfishness.
What tenderness, what gratitude, what human virtue can
be expected of the man who is holding a wolf by the ears ?

To persons who, from either of these onuses or from